
  

 

An off-road race in Nevada that raised environmental concerns ended up not passing 

through the state's newest national monument, even after getting federal permission to 

do so. 

A military helicopter crashed and caused a wildfire near the Basin and Range National 

Monument the night before the "Vegas-to-Reno Best in the Desert Race." A last-minute 

detour was arranged just hours before the race started. Racers had received permission 

to cut through the monument while traveling at reduced speed (Greenwire, Aug. 15). 

"Kind of a weird ending," said Jeff Ruch, executive director of Public Employees for 

Environmental Responsibility, who protested the race passing through Basin and 

Range. "Nobody is explicitly saying anything, but the race through the monument never 

happened." 

Ruch only learned of the detour after a confidential call from a Bureau of Land 

Management employee this week. He argued that the agency's failure to notify the 

public was a symptom of inappropriate approval of the route in the first place. 

"The fact that BLM had already reduced this race to a glorified parade only underlined it 

should never have allowed racing inside the monument in the first place," said Ruch, 

referring to the reduced speed requirement for passing through Basin and Range. 

"Plotting this race through a national moment was conceived in secrecy, so it is only 

fitting that it ended in a mysterious fog." 

But BLM countered by saying the agency and race organizers did the best they could 

with the situation. 

"The bottom line is the helicopter went down for whatever reason. They needed to 

secure the site. We needed to make a decision," said spokesman Chris Hanefeld. "We 

made a good decision, so the race went on. Everything went well" (Scott Sonner, 

AP/McClatchy, Sept. 2). — CB 
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